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FABRIC 
COTTON 
LINEN 
WOOL 
SILK 
RAYON 
ACETATE 
NYLON 
ORLON 
DACRON 
ACRILAN 
ARNEL 
DYNEL 
CARE OF FABRICS ,------
Usually machine washable but different finishes may need special care. Don't put 
wrinkle-resistant cotton in wash with bleach. Cottons must be ironed while damp. 
Machine washable if construction permits. Fine linen should be washed by h d. 
Linen must be dampened uniformly before ironing. Iron until thoroughly dry to pre-
vent wrinkling. 
Most wool requires drycleaning. Steampress, usually on the wrong side. Read labels 
carefully for laundering washable woolens. 
Dryclean outer garments unless labeled washable. If washable, hand wash and dampen 
uniformly for ironing. Use warm iron on wrong side. -
Dryclean unless washable. Wash in warm water, mild soap flakes. Iron at moder-
ately hot temperature, while still slightly damp on the wrong side. 
Handle carefully to prevent wrinkles. Check label for washability. Iron while damp 
at low setting on iron on wrong side or with cloth. 
Washes easily in mild soap or detergent. Keep white garments separate. Rinse, then 
drip-dry. Quick drying. Needs little or no ironing. 
Washes easily. Keep white garments separate. Quick drying. Little or no ironing 
needed if drip-dried. Hang with shoulders padded. Smooth seams with fingers . 
Machine wash if construction permits. Collars and cuffs may require presoaping. 
Avoid wringing. Quick drying. Requires little or no ironing. 
Wash in warm water with either soap or detergent. Drip-dry. Quick drying. Needs 
little or no ironing. 
Machine washable. Drip-dry. Quick drying. Little or no ironing needed. 
Wash in warm water with either soap or detergent. Drip-dry. Use iron at low set-
ting, always with pressing cloth. Dynel-rayon blends require drycleaning. 
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~OREMOST IN THE WORK and plan-
ning it takes to have a well-dressed family is the 
care given clothing. Proper care will improve 
the appearance of garments and increase their 
wearing qualities. For intelligent care of fabrics 
and clothing, certain things must be done daily, 
others occasionally and still others at a change 
of seasons. For safe keeping, clean clothing 
before storing - whether overnight or for the 
season. 
Vail/! eare 
Dresses, coats and suits should be brushed 
with a stiff brush or whisk broom. Using long 
strokes, brush under the collar and cuffs and un-
der seams after each wearing. Brush the pockets 
and seams frequently since these places provide 
refuge for lint and dust. Hang garments to air 
after each wearing and before placing them in 
the closet. This allows perspiration or body 
dampness to evaporate. After the garment has 
been brushed and aired, it is ready to hang in 
the closet unless it is soiled. 
• . If a stain or spot can be removed success-
fully by home methods, it will be easier to remove 
while it is fresh. See MP-168, "Removing Stains 
from Clothing," for the method to use. If it will 
require professional attention, a trip to the clean-
ers as early as possible may save you the cost of 
a new garment. 
When you place the garment on a hanger, 
be sure that it hangs straight so that it will not 
Padded Coat Hanger 
pull out of shape. The hanger should be padded 
if the garment is of a sheer fabric or a design 
that is likely to be damaged by hanging. Padding 
of tissue paper or soft cotton cloth may be used. 
Minor repairs such as replacing buttons and 
snaps or mending a rip or hem should be made 
before the garment is put away. This will save 
those moments of despair when you rush to dress 
and find the garment unwearable. 
Shoes must be cared for daily to preserve 
their good appearance. A good plan is to have 
at least two pairs for the occasions that require 
frequent wear. This makes it possible to allow 
sufficient rest before the next wearing. The 
linings of shoes stay fresher if the shoes are 
aired before being put away. A bag or a rack 
in a closet will help to keep shoes in good con-
dition when they are not being worn. 
Sho.es should be polished before they are 
put away if they need it. This helps to preserve 
the leather, since most shoe polish contains oil to 
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A Practical Shoe Bag 
Hat Box 
Glove Box 
keep the leather soft. Replace rubber or leather 
heel taps as soon as they are worn down or run-
over - your shoes will last longer and look bet-
ter. 
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Brush hats well with a soft brush or, if they 
are velvet, with a piece of velvet, before you put 
them away. Crushed tissue paper stuffed in the 
crown will help to preserve the hat's shape. 
To prevent damage from dust, place the hat in 
a hatbox while it is not in use. If a hatbox is 
not available, fashion one out of a plain square 
or round box with a lid of a suitable size. Cover 
it with decorative or plain paper to blend with 
other closet decor. 
Gloves are a conspicuous part of the com· 
plete outfit, so keep them dainty and spotless. 
Clean them according to the instructions that 
come with them. Wrap them in tissue paper or 
put them in a case or box. 
Partitions in drawers where articles such as 
gloves are kept help to keep contents of the 
drawer orderly and easily accessible. 
Hose and undergarments need special care. 
Perspiration weakens any fabric and causes it to 
wear out quickly. Therefore, wash hose and un-
dergarments soon after taking them off. If this 
is done regularly, you will find that your gar-
ments will wear longer. A mild soap is usually 
sufficient. Dry according to instructions that 
come with the articles. To speed drying, remove 
excess water by rolling hose and undergarments 
in a towel. 
A well-planned clothes closet is essential to 
proper care of clothing. The rod should be placed 
far enough from the wall so that garments do 
not touch it. Ample shelf and rod space should 
be provided. 
A dress, suit or coat cover is convenient to 
protect garments that are worn only occasionally. 
These may be made of cotton or plastic in 
a color that harmonizes with other closet decor. 
It is sometimes helpful to use covers of different 
colors for different garments or groups of gar-
ments so they may be quickly identified. 
A bag for soiled clothes with separate pockets 
for ~ose and hankerchiefs is handy. This should 
be made with a gripper or zipper opening at the 
botto;m for easy removal of the soiled clothes. 
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Occasionally, clothing needs special care or 
cleaning in addition to daily care. Possibly 
laundering is needed more frequently than any 
of the other types of occasional care. 
The method of laundering or cleaning is de-
termined by the article. Regardless of the clean-
ing method used, it is important to mend or re-
pair all broken or weak places first. 
Drycleaning is best for garments that tend 
to shrink, lose their shape or fade. Many fabrics 
and designs are difficult to press when laundered 
but react beautifully to drycleaning. Follow di-
rections for cleaning that come with the garment. 
For best results in laundering, follow these 
general rules. 
1. Turn garments wrong side out before 
laundering. This helps to prevent the end of 
fibers from working to the surface. 
5 
Dress, Coat or Suit Cover 
2. Always dissolve the soap completely 10 
water before adding garments. 
3. When washing any garment of silk or 
man-made fiber, merely squeeze the suds through 
it; never rub. 
4. After the garment is clean, rinse it thor-
oughly in water of the same temperature as that 
in which it was washed. This prevents unneces-
sary shrinkage. 
5. Wash white things separately. 
6. If in doubt as to whether a garment will 
fade, wash it separately. 
7. If the color runs during laundering, cool-
ing the water may help to stop it. 
8. Bluing may be used to make white thiAgs 
appear whiter, but be sure that all soap IS ,:re-
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moved first. With some types of bluing iron rust 
stains may develop if any soap remains in the 
fabric. 
See the chart, "Care of Fabrics," on the in-
side front cover for further information. 
Before pressing, be sure the iron is clean. 
If it is not, wipe the ironing surface with a brush 
or cloth wet in warm water. Never use scour ing 
powders or scrape the surface because these things 
will scratch the iron. The cover of the ironing 
board should be clean; otherwise a garment may 
be stained during ironing. Set the proper tem-
perature of the iron for the fabric to be pressed. 
High temperatures will damage many fabrics 
severely. 
Soiled Clothes Bag 
SeasoNol fare 
During storage from season to season, pro-
tect garments from insects, dust, wr'inkling and 
stretching. 
Winter garments of wool or fur should be 
well protected against moths. The larvae hatched 
from moth eggs destroy wool and fur, and the 
moth prefers to lay her eggs on soiled fabrics 
in a dark place. To protect wool and fur against 
any eggs or larvae already there, brush each gar-
ment well, especially in the seams, creases, folds 
and pockets. Be sure the garment is clean; then 
hang it in the sunshine. The garment should be 
drycleaned if it is soiled. These precautions will 
destroy the moth eggs and larvae in the garments. 
The garments then should be placed in moth-
proof bags or folded carefully. If the garments 
are folded, place tissue paper in each fold, ar-
range the garments in boxes and seal the boxes 
tightly. 
Moth repellents may be used to prevent 
moth damage. Cold storage of garments also is 
effective, but more expensive. The low temper-
ature does not kill the larvae but merely retards 
their development, causing them to be inactive 
during storage. 
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The first requisite of storing summer cloth-
mg 1S thorough cleaning to free it of any sub-
stance upon which silverfish, ants and roaches 
feed. 
Wash garments, such as cotton or linen, 
should be free of starch and left unironed after 
washing. Thorough brushing, airing and sunning 
also are important. 
All boxes or garment bags should be labeled 
with a description of the contents such as: "Mary's 
red summer coat" - "Tom's gray spring suie" 
If the clothes are packed in a trunk or large 
wooden box, glue a list of the contents inside of 
the lid. This may save hours of searching for 
a needed article. 
Old socks or bags made of scraps may be 
used around stored shoes. White shoes stay 
white longer if they are put away in: socks or 
bags. 
Rubber goods such as raincoats may be hung 
on hangers. Stuff the sleeves with paper and 
keep these garments in a cool, dry place. Ga-
loshes and rubbers also should be stuffed with 
paper and stored in a cool, dry place. 
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Your County 
EXTENSION · AGENTS 
can furnish you the latest information on farm-
ing, ranching and homemaking. They represent 
both The Texas A. & M. College System and the 
United States Department of Agriculture in your 
county. 
Most county extension agents have their offices 
in the county courthouse or agriculture building. 
They welcome your visits, calls or letters for 
assistance. 
This publication is one of many prepared by the 
Texas Agricultural Extension Service to present 
up-to-date, authoritative information, based on 
results of research. Extension publications are 
available from your local agents or from the 
Agricultural Information Office, 
College Station, Texas. 
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